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YOUTH TEAM CHALLENGE ENTRY

Teams may be made of 2 or 3 Junior Members (all Juniors are eligible), however scores from the top two Team Members will be
used for final scoring. Points will be awarded for each mile ridden (mileage, endurance, competitive and ride and tie). Bonus points
will be awarded for sweep, reserve, best condition as well as placings (endurance scoring system will be used).

• Teams must be named by July 31st, 2005.
• Scores will be based on the teams best 4 rides. One score may be from working a ride.
• Horse, rider, combinations must stay the same throughout the season.
• “Team names and colours are optional but encouraged.”  
• Fun prizes will also be offered at year end!

Don’t have a partner and would like to get in on the fun??? Please contact me and we will find you some team mates.    
Email: lesley.danko@sympatico.ca or  call 705-424-2752 

Entries may be emailed or mailed to Lesley Danko RR2 New Lowell, ON  LOM 1NO
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Youth News

Meet Youth Rider
“Justine Blocksdorf”
Written by: Justine Blocksdorf

Hey everybody! My name is Justine Blocksdorf. I am
fourteen years old and go to Stayner Collegiate Institute. 
I live near Stayner and own a bay Arabian mare named 
GA Aimee, who I am fortunate enough to have in my own
backyard. I’ve been obsessed with horses since…
Forever! My bedroom walls are covered in horse posters,
unlike most teenage girls’ which are guys. I can’t
remember the first time I rode a horse; it was probably
before I could walk. I’ve taken riding lessons from my
Grandma (Rose Danko) and Aunt (Lesley Danko) on and
off for many years, which I can’t thank them enough for
their awesome knowledge! 

For around six years I had two ponies. My first was Dollar,
a small grey welsh pony gelding, who I did one ride ‘n tie
on with my Mom (Kathy Blocksdorf). I then traded my
grandma for a little bit larger grey welsh pony gelding
named Snowman. I did well in quite a few small shows,
did a 6 mile training ride, and a ride ‘n tie with my mom. It
was really funny when she had to ride him for a bit! After a
hard decision (that was further helped along by the fact
that my feet almost touched the ground when I rode him) I
had to sell him, in need of a larger mount.

On December 23rd, 2003, I got an unplanned surprise
Christmas present. After just seeing Aimee twice and
riding her once I knew she was the one for me. Aimee had
extra bonuses that I’d never had come with a horse
before. Aimee is
registered as a
purebred Arabian. Her
bloodlines aren’t too
bad, including Bask
and Ferzon. 

Before actually going
on my first competitive
ride, I remember
watching the riders and
their horses trotting off
into the forest,
constantly wondering
what exactly went on
“out there.”

My first real
competitive ride was
the Coates Creek CTR.
We completed the 25 miles and came in with a pretty

good first time out score, and a fourth placing. That
probably wouldn’t have happened if I didn’t have such a
great sponsor Patricia Calleya. I can’t thank her enough!
Aimee and I also competed at Thames, but didn’t do as
well because of the hills.

With Nicole Laforge, myself and Aimee made an
awesome ride ‘n tie team. We competed in all
three of Coates Creek ride ‘n ties last summer,
and ended up winning the Triple Crown, after
completing 6, 12, and 18 miles. Thanks to Sue
Timbers and Lesley Danko for sponsoring us
through the cold and rain! 

I’d have to give Lesley Danko, Rose Danko, and
my parents (Tom & Kathy) a huge thank you. With
all of them I wouldn’t be able to get to the rides
and be around horses in general. If it wasn’t for
Lesley I would most likely not own my wonderful
little horse. 

I look forward to next season with a lot of
anticipation of the thrill of flying without wings.

If you are a Junior member or know of a Junior who would like their bio
featured here, please contact Lesley Danko at: lesley.danko@sympatico.ca

Justine & Amiee on trail at a CTR in 2004.

Justine riding one of her Welsh ponies.

WHAT IS YOUR YOUTH CHAIR
DOING?? 
Written by: Lesley Danko-Youth Chair

Your Youth Chair has been busy working with some other
valuable Members planning junior only events for the 2005
season. 
A small meeting was held Feb 5th at Rose Danko’s to discuss
these plans.  

First on my list “Team Challenge.”  Thank you to Sue Downing
[education chair] Mike Downing [Ridentie] Charlene Hendricks,
Rose Danko, Jenna Corbyn, and a great group of juniors: Leslie
Curran, Jessica Hendricks, Amy Hanning, Nicole Laforge for
their time and great input. I wanted the criteria to be simple,
attainable, and most importantly fun. I believe we have
achieved this, the kids are already discussing team colors and
names. Also, Wendy MacCoubrey has offered to help with

sponsorship for some fun year end prizes.

Our meeting also touched on the possibility of a youth weekend
sometime over the summer holidays. A weekend of mini clinics
and campovers JUST for juniors. Thanks again to Sue Downing
who once again volunteered her time to help organize the
weekend. We will have more details in the next Pulse and watch
for posts on OCTRA’s bulletin board.

Your Youth Chair has also submitted two resolutions for you to
consider at the up coming SGM. Please give them careful
consideration. My goal is to give any youth from any stable the
chance to give distance riding a try. The growth of OCTRA
depends on it!!                                                                

Looking forward to seeing you all on the trails [sponsoring a
junior of course], in the mean time stay warm! 
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